
23. Le, emzin’ eBetlehema (Once in Royal David’s City) 

23-1. Zulu Sheet Music 

 

  



23-2. Siswati Sheet Music 

 

23-3. Zulu Lyric 

1. Le, emzin’ eBetlehema Wayezalwa uMsindisi, 

Lawabekwa emkhombeni, Ngobumpofu nalusizi; 

Abomhlaba bamcyisa, ‘Zingelosi zamdumisa. 

2. Wayevela ezulwini, EyiNkhosi yakho konke, 

Kepha wayezithobisa, Phansi negnxa yethu sonke. 

Ungowethu thin’ abantu, Usindiso lwethu, nantu. 

3. Wayezalwa engumntwana, Aze azwelane nathi, 

Waba nobuthakathaka, Ezwa ubunzima ngathi; 

Nasentokozweni Yethu, Ungumhlanganyeli wethu. 

4. Soyibona ezulwini, ‘Nkosi enomus’ ongaka, 



Owembath; ubuntu bethu, Usisiza, esinaka. 

Ubayisa, abantwana, Ezulwini. Laphayana! 

23-4. Siswati Lyric 

1. Le, emtin’ eBetlehema Satalelwa uMsindzisi, 

Watalelwa emkhombeni, ngekweswela nelusizi; 

Maria’unina lotfobekile, ‘naJes’luswane lwakh’. 

2. Bekavela eZulwini, AyiNkhosi yako konkhe, 

Kodvwa atitfobile-nje, Aphasi ngenca yetfu sonkhe. 

Ungewetfu tsine bantfu, Insindziso yetfu, nguye. 

3. Lowatalwa angumntfwana, Kute asivele natsi, 

Waba butsakatsaka-ke, Eva kuhlupheka ngatsi; 

Nasenjabulweni Yetfu, Uyahlanganyela natsi. 

4. Sitoyibona eZulwini, iNkhosi lenemusa kangaka, 

Lowembatsa; nebuntfu ngatsi, Uyas’sita, asinake. 

Lotoyisa, bantfwabakh’, Ezulwin’. Lapha-ya! 

23-5. English Lyric 

1. Once in royal David’s city, Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby, In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

2. He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

3. And our eyes at last shall see him, Through his own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle, Is our Lord in heav’n above, 



And he leads his children on. To the place where he is gone. 

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818–1895 

Music: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–1876 
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